
The Bahamas – FAQ 

 

TRAVEL BASICS 

What form of currency does The Bahamas use? 

The Bahamian dollar is maintained at the same level as the U.S. dollar and both are 
accepted interchangeably on all islands. 

 
ATMs + PLUS and Cirrus are in banks on Nassau/Paradise Island, Grand Bahama Island, 
and most major Out Islands. 
 
While certain places do take credit cards, it’s advised that you carry cash if you’re exploring 
the Out Islands. 

What should I pack? 

Casual summer wear can be worn during the day at any time of the year, but be sure to 
bring a jacket or sweater for the cooler evenings from December to February. Most hotels, 
restaurants, and casinos require jackets for men at night, especially in more cosmopolitan 
areas, such as Nassau & Paradise Island and Freeport. 

 
Beachwear is inappropriate in churches, restaurants, and casinos. Away from the beach or 
the pool, you should cover your swimsuit with shorts or a long shirt when walking city 
streets. In more relaxed and remote areas, the dress code is more flexible. 

Will my mobile phone work in The Bahamas? 

Visitors and business travellers will find that telecommunication services in The Bahamas 
are comparable to the services found in most developed countries. A 100% digital 
switching system allows direct dialing to more than 100 countries. The U.S. and Canada are 
accessible via a direct call and most hotels offer direct dialing. 

 
BTC also has roaming agreements with 128 companies around the world. To access BTC's 
GSM roaming system, simply turn on your phone and wait for it to connect to the network. 
To check if your home service provider is a BTC roaming partner or for country-specific 
roaming charges, see btcbahamas.com. 

https://www.btcbahamas.com/


What are the rules of the road in The Bahamas? 

UK rules apply in The Bahamas, so please drive on the left and be very careful on the 
roundabouts. Visitors can use their residence permit for up to three months and may also 
apply for an international driving licence. 

 
To learn more about the road traffic laws, visit www.roadtraffic.gov.bs. 

Will I need a voltage converter in The Bahamas? 

Electrical outlets in The Bahamas are 60 cycles/120 volts, which is compatible with all 
American devices. British and European appliances require a two-pin flat adapter and a 
220-volt converter. 

Can I bring my pet to The Bahamas? 

Yes, you can bring your pet to The Bahamas, but you must prepare before you leave home. 
An import permit is required from the Ministry of Agriculture and Marine Resources 
(Nassau) for all animals brought into the country. The permit is valid for one year from the 
date of issue. 

Follow the links below for important information on importing pets and to download the 
pet import form: 

Bringing Pets to The Bahamas 
Application to Import Domestic Animals 
The Bahamas Humane Society 
Animal Import Requirements 
Application For CITES Import/Export 
Application To Import CITES Plants (Orchids) 
Application To Import Freshwater Fish 
 

When is Spring Break in The Bahamas? 

Spring Break Season in The Bahamas runs from late February to mid-April. This is 
important information, whether you’re aiming to avoid the season altogether or you’d like 
to land right in the middle of this weeks-long youth fest. 
Evenings on the beach, sports meets, and musical entertainment are some events usually 
organised for the Spring Break calendar. 

What time zone is The Bahamas in? 

https://www.roadtraffic.gov.bs/
http://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portal/public/visiting%20the%20bahamas/pets/bringing%20pets/!ut/p/b1/vZTJkqM4FEW_JT_AicQgYCmb0cyjgY0DsA04mdLGgPn6pio6Kzq6IrM2VYVWhO59R_c9hYiEiIikTceqSIeqa9P623-CjhSQDYxpzpAZgIAa2Dq2WYW0GLQK4lUAPvkw-NKvkf_6PxPQX_udX_lXwHe_bBnObt0GYbAFqmJoArfjKKCwxIGIlJjaCp1RCGpymeNBKZrZICPZ7pJc6rytruE4bamj5PGPMWKGS9buF2-Xn_KSbCNDjyTPxfL7RRw9fXJxbtzD2dj4SRxIbvf0LZhnvecxziSM8DHQF7O-5e1JP0XSAGG9nUmyqM6Xp31m9lr0Th_aQ_w8l2FslZjJqZruxXy-Cfd3uoTNbrEyauOYtDBNy0f2z8P9YnYHIvlS8q373wVfjfejwbQhrhUshpOACn1GtxEPuS0gTKVrzkS8ythPjxrShE9EgD56V0rf6ztW9dIFLOK490X67p0OtiB2g34HPch5GEqOiO3gxpXdy0fhHwn8EKx8gF0POoBWyB-Fn726vC3uFcyGmcXTsOAZLMHsi2xoBm-C2Md92aUoddMmaRpZutey9Ej6za2xqq7D9f2M9eLlJ6BF-vwK3EGkBQzwLPingTJjceuMWN_GDAlkDfxt4N9tqWxb1B9P-L9L8_uBeyKpsuZ1yptX8EoxHM3yPKJJjkQIskR4jREv3NVJUN1L6YVXxM13VpgxUrXcbMCdCTb7NB-zt9k57HHaPI5mu3EmLetjpo2DIB8eZHvzx3lTSZQOdDevAvrpv5XqwvliphpOTBYHkV4MVJS2O4_tsXFqPVTEGWYG7KvDYB4rXJYVypzaNPnLXiuT6y5velauIMoUsjEScEu1WdpYR2U5V97NaOHTdZYOjeubwcrltuYLTyxJmt0posKjIoP6OD5OjxFyhVpzx-1A9E0QBKOOXGWC3H_XhF_-AZfDzUA!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://e291f1206726d700191b-d0cedd1cc05016668dc83bc2742129e5.ssl.cf1.rackcdn.com/windsong/media/applicationtoimportdomesticanimalsintothecommonwealthofthebahamas-5f6df679908ec.pdf
http://www.bahamashumanesociety.com/contact-us/
https://e291f1206726d700191b-d0cedd1cc05016668dc83bc2742129e5.ssl.cf1.rackcdn.com/windsong/media/applicationtoimportdomesticanimalsintothecommonwealthofthebahamas-5f6df679908ec.pdf
https://e291f1206726d700191b-d0cedd1cc05016668dc83bc2742129e5.ssl.cf1.rackcdn.com/windsong/media/marine_application-for-cites-import-and-export-permit-5fd8e0d6c9cd9.pdf
https://e291f1206726d700191b-d0cedd1cc05016668dc83bc2742129e5.ssl.cf1.rackcdn.com/windsong/media/application_to_import_cites_plants_orchids-5fd8db074d47d.pdf
https://e291f1206726d700191b-d0cedd1cc05016668dc83bc2742129e5.ssl.cf1.rackcdn.com/windsong/media/application_to_import_freshwater_fish_into_the_commonwealth_of_the_bahamas-5fd8dae79b2b7.pdf


The Bahamas falls in the Eastern Time Zone, and follows Daylight Saving Time. 

Is tipping expected in The Bahamas? 

Tipping is customary in The Bahamas, and you should tip according to the quality of service 
you receive. Bellboys and porters usually receive $1 per bag, while most other servers 
(waiters, taxis, etc.) receive 15%. Be advised that many establishments include the gratuity 
in the total. 

What to do in The Bahamas? 

The Bahamas is a country of 16 major islands, spanning 100,000 square miles. There are 
countless activities ranging from cultural, leisure, to adventure and ecotourism. 

Where is Pig Island? 

Big Major Cay, home to a colony of pigs and often called Pig Island, is located in The 
Exumas. Learn more about our infamous Swimming Pigs. 

What is Junkanoo? 

Junkanoo is a traditional Bahamian celebration that has been carried out for thousands of 
years. It involves intricate costumes, joyful music and carefully choreographed routines, all 
in the name of a little friendly competition. Catch the celebrations on Boxing Day, New 
Year’s Day, and throughout the summer. Click here to learn more. 

How long does it take to fly to The Bahamas? 

The Bahamas is a large country, fly times will vary depending on which island you’re 
heading to. Flights from the US East Coast are as short as 1 hour. Click here to view flights. 

WEATHER 

What's the climate like in The Bahamas? 

Trade winds bless The Islands of The Bahamas with warm weather year-round. Winter 
lows average a comfortable 70 °F (21 °C) and summer highs range from 80 to 90 °F (26 to 
32 °C). 

https://www.bahamas.com/experiences/official-home-swimming-pigs
https://www.bahamas.com/events/junkanoo
https://www.bahamas.com/getting-here/flying


Does The Bahamas have a rainy season? 

Even paradise needs to cool off with a little rain now and then. The Bahamas has a rainy 
season year-round, which explains our lush vegetation. Squalls and thunder showers pass 
through quickly, so rain never ruins your plans. May and June typically have the most rain, 
much of it falling in the northern and southern islands. 

Does The Bahamas get many hurricanes? 

Although hurricane season is from June through November, we encourage visitors not to 
cancel their plans as storm predictions can be surprisingly inaccurate. If a hurricane does 
disrupt your plans, many Bahamian hotels have hurricane cancellation policies that allow 
you to cancel and receive a full refund. 
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